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#107 – Registered Nurse Exception
Date Issued: 08/03/2005
Date Last Revised 08/03/2005

Purpose:  The purpose of this policy to outline the requirement for a Registered Nurse to function at the EMT-Basic or Paramedic level.
Policy:
1. Any Registered Nurse who wishes to provide patient care at the basic or paramedic level for the Polk City Fire Department must have and maintain a minimum EMT-Basic state certification.
2. The medical director may make other requirements and exceptions on an individual basis.

3. All skills must be documented and approved by the medical director.

4. The Registered Nurse is responsible for completing the necessary paperwork with the state.

5. Once all requirements for the state and the department have been met and the medical director approves, a Registered Nurse may practice up to the Paramedic level.

Below is the chapter from the Iowa Code regarding RN exception.

147A.12 Registered nurse exception.

1. This subchapter does not restrict a registered nurse, licensed pursuant to chapter 152, from staffing an authorized ambulance, rescue, or first response service provided the registered nurse can document equivalency through education and additional skills training essential in the delivery of out-of-hospital emergency care. The equivalency shall be accepted when: 

a. Documentation has been reviewed and approved at the local level by the medical director of the ambulance, rescue, or first response service in accordance with the rules of the board of nursing developed jointly with the department. 

b. Authorization has been granted to that ambulance, rescue, or first response service by the department. 

2. Section 147A.10 applies to a registered nurse in compliance with this section

“additional skills training essential in the delivery of out-of-hospital emergency care”  covers almost all of the skills learned in an EMT-B class.

Because the registered nurse education does not cover the numerous pre-hospital skills required to receive the RN exception approval from the State EMS Bureau, it is recommended that all applicants must take at a minimum the EMT-B class
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