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#302 – Hazardous Materials 
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Date Last Revised: 11/13/2006

Purpose:

To establish procedures to be utilized during a hazardous materials incident response.

 

Definition:

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENT  An incident which threatens public health and/or safety involving the actual or potential release of a hazardous substance or material.

 

Response:

FIRST‑IN COMPANY is responsible for the safe assessment of the incident to determine whether or not the incident is to be classified as a hazardous materials incident.

 


INITIAL SIZE‑UP is to be conducted from a safe distance.  The recommended initial distance is 150 ft. (D.O.T.E.R.G.) and whenever possible, from the upwind and uphill side of the spill or incident.  If there is any question as to the existence of any type of leak or spill, all personnel shall immediately don SCBA and use them until otherwise directed.


If the incident, including odor investigations, cannot be handled by a single engine company, or is outside of the level of training given to the first in company officer, request mutual aid from Des Moines Fire.  This will bring a Des Moines Haz/Mat Team, DSM Medic Unit, Haz/Mat Captain and a District Chief.

  

It will be the responsibility of the Incident Commander, with input from the senior tech on scene, to decide actions to be taken.

 

Identification:

Attempt to identify any product that may have spilled from a vehicle by using any and all on‑scene identification available such as placards, shipping papers or information obtained from the driver.  (Keep in mind that the driver may not be fully cooperative, especially if haz‑mat is being transported without a license.)

 


Stage all incoming units at least one block away from this incident and upwind whenever possible. 

 


Begin procedures to identify the product and implement any special precautions related to the product as detailed in the DOT Emergency Response Guide.  Be prepared to pass along this information to dispatch and other incoming companies.  Indicate the name of the chemical and the E.R.G. guide number you are using.  Follow only those initial procedures indicated in the E.R.G. until trained Hazmat Team personnel arrive on the scene.
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If product is not identifiable, assume all containers and materials are hazardous until proven otherwise.

 


Do not attempt to enter a suspected Hazmat area for any reason (even a rescue) until the area is determined to be safe, or the proper protective clothing, including S.C.B.A. has been donned properly. 

 

Notifications:

Only the Duty Officer, Incident Commander or Chief Officer will make the decision to call The E.P.A. or any other outside agency.  No other individual may contact any outside agency.

 

Training:

All Members of the Polk City Fire Department will be trained to the awareness/Operations Level. 

 


All Members will attend continuing education classes yearly on Haz/Mat Operations.
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