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#321 – Hose Testing
Date Issued: 12/9/2006
Date Last Revised: 12/9/2006

Purpose and Scope:

To establish standard guideline for fire hose testing and reporting of test results. This guideline applies to all members of the department.

Guideline:

To establish standard guideline for fire hose testing and reporting of test results.
Procedure:

General

1) The Officer over seeing the testing will record test results for each section of hose tested on the Hose Test Form and forward it to the Fire Chief.

2) All hose that fails to pass the pressure test, or is otherwise defective, shall be tagged and removed from service for repair or replacement. All defects in hose shall be marked to aid in repair.

Testing Procedure

3) Truck will be hooked to hydrant when testing all hose, including 5" that will be tested at hydrant pressure.

4) All hose will be connected to the gate valve(s) designated for hose testing. They will have a 1/4" diameter hole drilled in the shut-off gate.

5) The total length of any hose line in the hose test layout to be service tested shall not exceed 300 feet. Do not allow sharp bends or kinks in hose as rupture may occur.

6) The gate valve(s) shall be connected to the discharges on the side of the truck opposite the pump panel.

7) The section of hose connected to the gate valve shall be secured with a rope belt, placed 10-15 inches from the coupling.

8) Open discharge(s) and slowly fill hose with water at hydrant pressure. Open nozzle and expel all air before applying pump pressure. Close nozzle(s) and then gate valve(s) and gradually increase pump pressure to 250 PSI and hold for five (5) minutes. Open a discharge drain or recalculate a small amount of water back into the trucks tank so some water is moving through pump to keep it cool.
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9) While the test layout is at the service test pressure, the hose shall be inspected for leaks, defects, slipping and damaged couplings. If the inspecting personnel walk the test layout to inspect, they shall be 15 feet to the left side of the nearest hose in the test layout. The left side will be the side to the left when facing the free end from the pressure source. Personnel should never stand in front of the free end of the hose, on the right side of the hose, closer than 15 feet on the left side of the hose or straddle a hose in the test area.

10) If during the test a section of hose is leaking or a section bursts, the test shall be terminated and that section of hose removed. The test will then be restarted beginning with step #7.

11) After five (5) minutes at the service test pressure, the pump shall be shut down, the gate valve(s) opened, the pressure allowed to equalize with the source, the pump discharge gates closed, and each nozzle opened to drain the test layout.

12) The engine pressure throttle shall be in control of the pump operator at all times during the testing procedure.

13) Five (5) inch hose will be tested at hydrant pressure only. Hook hose to hydrant and to pump intake. Expel air from 5" and test for five (5) minutes.

321a





321b








PAGE  

