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#324 – Search & Rescue
Date Issued: 12/12/2005
Date Last Revised: 12/12/2005

Purpose and Scope:

To establish a method to perform a search and rescue. This guideline applies to all members of the department.
Guideline:

This guideline applies to search and rescue operations.
Procedure:

General

1) The priorities for operating at search and rescue operations:

a) Establishment of the last point of sighting.

b) Preservation of the scene (for tracking dogs or criminal investigations).

c) Establishment of an accountability system for rescuers.

d) Development of strategic search plans.

e) Recovery

2) Protective clothing shall be applicable to the area being searched. Searching heavy woods with green-briars, for example, requires different attire than open fields, beaches, or residential areas. Common sense applies.

3) Department personnel shall provide manpower, equipment, and resources to support the overall search effort as requested by the Incident Commander.

4) All personnel shall stage away from the last point of sighting, and shall remain in staging until called for by the Incident Commander.

5) Department personnel shall work in teams of two or more, and shall participate in the accountability system.

6) Each group conducting a search shall have a group leader and a portable radio.

7) Each person shall have a flashlight for night-time searches.

8) Each group shall “check-in” at least once every hour with a status and Personnel Accountability Report.

9) This incident may be terminated when the search has been completed or suspended by the Incident Commander.
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