[image: image1.jpg]







#326 – Bomb Threat
Date Issued: 06/16/2006
Date Last Revised: 06/16/2006

Purpose and Scope:

To establish guidelines for fire department operations when responding to an incident where the threat of a bomb or other explosives has been received. This guideline applies to all members of the department.
Guideline:

At the request of law enforcement, the fire department will STANDBY at an incident where the presence of a bomb or other explosives is suspected. Incident Commander will assure that all personnel STANDBY at a staging area and determine actions to be taken in case of detonation of a bomb or explosive device.
General

When dispatched to respond to an incident where the threat of the presence of a bomb or other explosive device has been made the Incident Commander shall:

1) Determine any special precautions that are to be taken such as responding without lights or siren or restrictions on use of the radio and communicate same to all units.

2) Assure that all units proceed to a staging area designated by the Incident Commander or as directed by law enforcement.

3) Establish a liaison between the fire department Incident Commander and the scene commander to determine further tactics based on the situation found.

Operations
4) Full turn out gear is required when operating within the “hot zone” at bomb threats. Turn out gear may be reduced, at the discretion of the Incident Commander, outside the hot zone, but shall be maintained to some degree for identification.

5) The building/area will not be searched by members of the department.

a) Members are not trained in the recognition and identification of explosive devices and are not familiar with the building or area involved to determine what belongs and what doesn’t.

6) The building should be evacuated for at least thirty (30) minutes after the reported explosion time.

7) Consideration should be given to closing streets in the area as well as a safe location for evacuated employees.

8) Department members and equipment should stand by until the employees have returned to the building.

9) Department members are cautioned that a recent trend in terrorist bombings is to explode a device and await the arrival of the emergency services personnel and then set off a second device to injure the emergency services personnel. When arriving at a bombed site information will probably not be available as to who is responsible. Extreme caution is to be exercised.

10) In the event of a detonation and resulting fire, the department shall initiate fire suppression activities at the direction of the Incident Commander. To the extent possible, defensive fire fighting tactics 
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shall be utilized (surround and drown) to protect firefighters against the possibility of a second device.
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