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#334 – Grass/Brush Fire
Date Issued: 10/06/2006
Date Last Revised: 10/06/2006

Purpose and Scope:

To establish guidance for fighting grass and brush fires. This guideline applies to all members of the department.
Guideline:

All personnel shall observe the practices and precautions established in this guideline when responding to grass and brush fires. The incident commander may adapt and modify the guideline as required by the magnitude of the emergency and existing conditions.

Procedure:
General

1) Fire fighter safety/first responder safety and health shall be the overriding consideration at all emergency response operations and shall take priority over all other factors.

2) All personnel shall check in and out by the established Passport Accountability System.

3) All fire fighters shall wear NFPA compliant protective clothing consisting of:

a) Protective coat

b) Protective pants

c) Helmet with goggles

d) Boots

e) Gloves

f) Fire retardant (NOMEX) hood

g) Personnel exposed to vehicular traffic shall wear reflective vests.

4) Fire fighters shall maintain a clear means of escape when fighting grass/brush fires and shall remain alert for changing fire ground conditions.

5) Personnel shall remain alert for fire ground safety and health hazards.

h) Vehicular traffic

i) Down power lines

j) Hazardous materials

k) Any condition that does not look or feel right.

6) All hazards shall be reported to the IC/ Safety Officer.

7) All personnel shall take adequate rest periods and remain alert for any signs/symptoms of heat stress or hypothermia/frostbite.

8) Personnel with signs or symptoms of heat stress or hypothermia/frostbite shall report to the rehab area (if a rehab area has not been established report to the IC/ Safety Officer).

9) Personnel shall report all injuries and/or symptoms of illness to the IC/ Safety Officer.
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Action Plan

Resource Allocation

10) Identify apparatus to be staffed (refer to SOG - Vehicle Response for Calls #201)

11) Communicate to dispatch (by radio) units responding and staffing level.

12) If adequate staffing is not available, request mutual aid by activation of the appropriate TEAMS box card and alarm level.

Approach

13) En route to the emergency, fire department vehicles shall be driven carefully at speeds that are appropriate for existing conditions.

14) Caution shall be exercised when approaching intersections and when traveling through residential areas.

15) All riders shall be seated with seat belts fastened.

16) While en route observe weather conditions and plan initial actions.

17) Approach from the uphill/upwind direction.

18) Approach scene with care and caution. Slow down and size up the situation as you approach. Be alert for special hazards:

l) Down power lines.

m) Involvement of hazardous materials (occupancy/location, container/vehicle type, markings/placards and/or unusual smoke/fire).

n) Other special hazards or circumstances.

Staging Fire Department Vehicles

19) Apparatus shall be staged at a safe location that is upwind of the fire.

Incident Management

Actions Size-Up

20) The ranking on-scene officer shall assume incident command and establish the incident management system.

21) Communicate to dispatch (by radio) command, units on-scene, staffing and situation. Advise dispatch of involvement and best approach.

22) Establish scene control and security.

23) Establish traffic control as required by the situation/location. Request assistance from law enforcement as required.
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24) Remove civilians to a safe location. As required assign fire fighter/medical personnel to comfort/console family/friends.

25) Increase the alarm level as required by the situation. Clearly identify the resources being requested.

Fire Ground Operations

26) Command shall size-up the situation to identify priorities and tactics.

o) Fire location, intensity and involvement

p) Potential spread of fire (where is the fire going and fuel supply)

q) At risk exposures

r) Location of natural fire breaks

s) Weather conditions

27) Command shall communicate priorities and tactics.

28) Use attack trucks on rough ground and for primary fire attack.

29) Use engines and tankers for backup and clean-up operations.

30) Operate apparatus up wind of the fire and at a safe distance.

31) Park vehicles in the direction of escape.

32) Avoid driving vehicles into smoke. Roll up windows and use headlights/warning lights when it is necessary to drive through heavy smoke.

33) When an additional water supply is required, stage tankers at a safe location that is on or adjacent to a hard surface road.

34) Fight fire with hose line(s) and/or suitable hand tools.

35) Fight fire from and drive vehicles in the burned area.

36) When available use natural fire breaks to control/extinguish the fire.

37) Protect valuable exposures from fire spread. Dispatch additional units if structures are threatened or become involved.

38) Cool down all hot spots.

Incident Termination

39) Determine fire origin and cause.

40) Preserve any evidence if arson is suspected. Notify law enforcement and State Fire Marshall.

41) Return control of area to owner/tenant.

42) Be sure the fire is completely extinguished before returning to station. Insure that all personnel are accounted for before leaving scene.
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43) Communicate to dispatch (by radio) that the incident has been terminated and that all units are returning to station.
44) Clean apparatus and equipment.

45) Replace used or damaged equipment on apparatus.

46) Fuel apparatus.

47) Conduct a debriefing as required for the incident.

48) Note any signs of stress, injuries or complaints of illness. Ensure follow-up.

Complete incident report.
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