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#403 – Paramedic Response
Date Issued: 4/14/2005
Date Last Revised: 1/1/2011

Purpose:
The purpose of this guideline is to define the response of a Paramedic to calls where medical services are or may be required.
**All patient care should follow current EMS Patient Care Protocols as approved by the Medical Director**

Response:

1. When available, a Polk City Paramedic shall respond on all medical, rescue, hazardous materials, and carbon monoxide assignments.  Also, a Paramedic should respond on fire calls where an ambulance will be needed on stand-by.

2. Paramedics shall make every effort to make the ambulance.  If the ambulance is missed, and a Paramedic is still needed, the Paramedic should get his/her gear and respond in the responding fire apparatus.  If the fire apparatus has left, the Paramedic shall respond in 4506 or his/her personal vehicle to the scene with their gear.
3. Paramedics should always go to the station for their gear, however, if that is not possible due to time, the Paramedic may respond directly to the scene.  Whenever possible, the Paramedic should attempt to borrow someone’s gear that is on scene that will not be going to the hospital.

4. In the event of a critical patient where intubation, possible code, or other critical situation is likely, the Paramedic should request Polk County to page for a second Polk City Paramedic.  Both Paramedics should transport the patient to the hospital.  If no other Polk City Paramedics are available the Paramedic should consider asking for a paramedic from a mutual aid agency to assist.  Patient transport should not be delayed for a second paramedic response.

5. If an assignment is paged as a CPR in progress, any available Paramedics shall respond.
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