AUTOMATIC AID AGREEMENT

This AUTOMATIC AID AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is entered into this 26th day of February, 2007 by and between the City of Ankeny and the City of Polk City, Iowa. 

DUAL RESPONSE AREA

1. Dual Response Area - Geographic Limits.  This Agreement shall apply to all incidents requiring the need of a fire department or emergency medical services (EMS), including structure fires in residential, commercial, recreational and rural properties, requests for emergency medical services, reported hazardous materials incidents, smoke or odor investigations, motor vehicle crashes (with or without injuries) and any other incident (“Emergency Incidents”) where the first response is provided by a local fire department. This Agreement applies to all Emergency Incidents received by the Polk County Communications Center for addresses or occupancies within the Ankeny Fire District, and more specifically for addresses located within the boundaries defined by: 


To the North – NW 118th Avenue 


To the West – Existing Ankeny Fire District Boundary


To the East – NW 44th Street


To the South - NW 98th Avenue 


This agreement also applies to any address located on either side of the border between the two fire districts defined by NW 118th Avenue and NW 16th Street. 


Note:  For purposes of this Agreement, the boundary will include both sides of the road way and any property contiguous to either side of the roadway. The area covered by this Agreement includes both the Prairie Flower and Oak Grove Recreational Areas. 

2. Situations Where Aid is Provided.  All calls for fire and emergency medical services within the defined automatic aid agreement area shall result in an automatic, simultaneous response from both the Polk City and Ankeny Fire Departments. To accomplish this, the Polk County Communications Center shall simultaneously dispatch both the Polk City and Ankeny Fire Departments. This automatic aid Agreement shall be in effect 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

3. No Reimbursement for Costs.    No party in this Agreement shall be required to reimburse any other party for the cost of providing the services set forth in the Dual Response section of this Agreement. Each party shall pay its own costs for responding to the Emergency Incidents within the described automatic aid Agreement. 
PARAMEDIC TIERED RESPONSE SPECIFIC
Under this Agreement either department may provide paramedic level tiered response or ambulance transport when requested. The transporting service shall bill the patient on every patient transport. Both Ankeny and Polk City will maintain compliance with applicable reimbursement laws.

1. Requests for a tiered response shall be made through the Polk County Communications Center.
2. Ankeny and Polk City shall maintain responsibility for the actions of its personnel when functioning under the direction of a paramedic qualified employee of Ankeny as long as the direction provided does not violate the Iowa Department of Public Health, Bureau of EMS, Scope of Practice for EMS Providers or applicable law.

3. Ambulance transport shall be provided by the responsible department when available.
4. When Paramedic Tiered Response Service is provided the department requesting the tier shall reimburse the tiering agency a  sum of $150.00 plus the cost of medications. Payment shall be made within 60 days of the date of service. When possible, disposable supplies shall be provided by the transporting service.

SIMULTANEOUS AMBULANCE DISPATCH 

A chief officer or duty officer shall be notified by Polk County Communications Center when the automatic ambulance dispatch protocol for the Polk City response area is activated. 
PARAMEDIC INTEROPERABILITY

Each department has developed Standard Operating Procedures that have been approved by the department’s medical director that will allow paramedic qualified personnel to utilize either services patient care equipment including the monitor/defibrillator, intravenous and pharmacy supplies while functioning under their own department protocols.
ANKENY AUTOMATIC AID ENGINE COMPANY RESPONSE TO POLK CITY    

As part of this Agreement, Ankeny will respond with a staffed engine company to all reported or confirmed structure fires at locations within Polk City’s fire response area. The dispatch of the Ankeny auto-aid engine company will be made with the initial dispatch to the reported fire by the Polk County Communications Center.
PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT

Personnel and Equipment Provided. The Polk City Fire Chief and the Ankeny Fire Chief shall establish a response plan regarding the deployment of personnel and equipment in responding to Emergency Incidents under this Agreement. In virtually all cases, responses will be consistent with the established Polk County Tiered Emergency Assets Management System (TEAMS) response cards. Any other required personnel and/or equipment will be determined by the incident Commander (as defined below) in his or her sole discretion. In the event that Polk City responders arrive first at the incident and determine that they can handle the incident entirely with their own available resources, then Polk City shall return the still responding Ankeny units. In the event that the Polk City Fire Department cannot immediately ensure that they will be able to provided paramedic (Advanced Life Support - ALS) level EMS with at least one state certified paramedic level responder, then they shall contact the Ankeny Fire Department prior to requesting a private ambulance service to respond on their behalf.  In no case is a private ambulance provider to respond to emergency calls within the defined boundary without being requested by the Ankeny Fire Department.  

INICIDENT COMMAND

Command at an Emergency Incident.  The first arriving unit on any emergency incident will establish an incident command management structure that is consistent with Polk County TEAMS Procedure 300, Incident Management System. All responding personnel will operate accordingly under the command structure established and will work at all times in assigned sectors. 

RADIO COMMUNICATIONS

Radio Communications.  The Polk County Communications Center will simultaneously dispatch both Ankeny and Polk City fire departments to Emergency Incidents within the described boundary. Responding units to Emergency Incidents within the described boundary will switch their radio traffic to Ankeny’s main fire channel or aka, Polk County Fire Central (154.130). Polk County responding units shall anticipate the command to switch all radio traffic to a fireground or tactical channel at multi-company incidents. Both the Ankeny and Polk City Fire Departments will follow the current Polk County Communications Center Fire and EMS Dispatch Protocols. 

LIABILITY/INDEMNIFICATION

Liability/Indemnification. Each party shall waive all claims against the other party for compensation for any property loss or damage, and/or personal injury or death occurring as a consequence of the performance of this Agreement. Each party shall bear the liability and/or cost of damage to its equipment and the death of, or injury to, its personnel, whether the death, injury or damage occurs at an emergency within the described boundary. To the extent allowed by law, each department shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless all other parties for damages, claims, demands, suits, judgments, costs and expenses arising from loss of or damage to private property and/or the death of or injury to private persons whether caused by either department responding within the parameters of this Agreement.  Provided, however, nothing contained herein shall expand the immunity of a party granted to it by law.

With respect to “Command at the Emergency Incident” as provided for in section 4 above, each party waives all claims against the other party for compensation for any property loss or damage, and/or personal injury or death occurring as a consequence of any negligent acts, conduct, instructions or commands given by the individual that assumes command (Incident Commander) at any Emergency Incident.  This provision shall not apply to any acts, conduct, instructions or commands given by an officer in the capacity of Incident Commander, which are later determined at anytime to have been grossly negligent, willful, wanton or reckless. 

TERMINATION

Termination of Agreement. Either party may withdraw from this Agreement by giving sixty (60) days written notice to the other party by certified mail. 

PRIOR AGREEMENTS

Prior Agreements. This Agreement supersedes any other previous Agreements, either written or verbal, that may have existed to define the response of the two fire departments in this area. 

City of Ankeny




City of Polk City
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